“Tor Kenward and his longtime wine maker, Jeff Ames,
turned out a serious impressive set 2015s. Over the last few
years, Kenward and Ames have stepped up their game
meaningfully, and it shows”
–Antonio Gallloni

Vintage

Name

Tasting Notes

2016

Chardonnay
Cuvee Torchiana
Beresini Vineyard

The 2016 Chardonnay Cuvee Torchiana Beresini
Vineyard is another super-expressive wine from Tor.
Rich, sumptuous and exquisitely layered, but with
the restraint that runs through all the Chardonnays,
the Cuvee Torchiana is terrific. Lemon oil, tangerine,
spice and a hint of new French oak all meld together
in a striking, nuanced Chardonnay endowed with
tons of character. The Cuvee Torchiana is a wine of
rare distinction and pedigree.

2016

Chardonnay
Durell Vineyard

The 2016 Chardonnay Durell Vineyard offers notable
density and mid-palate richness. There is a real
density and mid-palate intensity to the Durell that
distinguishes it in this range. Orchard fruit, tangerine,
spice and butter are some of the signatures, but
above all else, the Durrell is a wine of phenolic
intensity and structure.

2016

Chardonnay
Hyde Vineyard

Tor's 2016 Chardonnay Hyde Vineyard is a gorgeous
wine that shows the more understated side of this
famed site. There is plenty of Hyde texture and oiliness
in the glass, while the fruit tends towards more of the
citrus/lemon peel end of the spectrum as opposed to
the more tropical profile that is common here.
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Tor's 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon Melanson Vineyard is
super. Succulent red cherry, rose petal, menthol,
licorice and hard candy are all pushed forward. This is
an especially ripe, flamboyant wine built on forward
fruit and fleshiness. One of the most unctuous and
pushed wines in this lineup, the Melanson looks like it
will offer its finest drinking over the next decade or so.

94

2020 2035

N/A

Jan 2018

Cabernet
Sauvignon
Oakville Hillside
Tierra Roja
Vineyard

Tor's 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon Oakville Hillside Tierra
Roja Vineyard includes a dollop of 5% Cabernet Franc
from To Kalon. A powerful, structured wine, the
Oakville Hillside is going to need at least a few years to
allow the tannins to soften. This is an especially tannic,
imposing 2015 Cabernet. The 2015 spent 18 months in
French oak, about 70% of it new.

94

2020 2030

N/A

Jan 2018

Red Wine

The 2015 Red Wine is a blend of 44% Petit Verdot from
Vine Hill Ranch, 44% Cabernet Franc from To Kalon and
12% Cabernet Sauvignon from To Kalon. Dark, rich and
explosive, the 2015 hits the palate with serious
intensity and brooding power. Gravel, graphite, smoke,
and black cherry infuse this persistent, super-intriguing
wine. The Red Wine is eccentric and massively tannic,
but also very long on class.

94

2020 2035

N/A

Jan 2018
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2015

Cabernet
Sauvignon Herb
Lamb Vineyard

Tor's 2015 Cabernet Sauvignon Herb Lamb Vineyard is
terrific. In a vintage in which so many wines are
monolithic, the Herb Lamb possesses captivating
aromatics and silky tannins that seem to bring out the
best this site has to offer. Super-ripe red cherry,
raspberry, hard candy and wild flowers give the 2015 a
level of sensual exoticism that is impossible to miss.
There is so much to like. Tor Kenward and winemaker
Jeff Ames have done a superb job in bringing out the
essential signatures that make Herb Lamb one of the
most intriguing sites in Napa Valley.

2015

Cabernet
Sauvignon
Melanson
Vineyard

2015

2015
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